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AGENDA ITEM III. 
Updates on On-going Work 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

The inventory of evaluation plans – facilitating 
collaboration and joint work 

 
 
 
This brief update has been prepared by the Secretariat for discussion at the 15th 
Meeting of the DAC Evaluatin Network.  

Room Document 
15th Meeting 

18-19 June 2013 



The inventory of evaluation plans – facilitating collaboration and joint work 
 
 
The DAC Network on Development Evaluation has long been in the lead of promoting joint evaluations 
and Network meetings provide both formal and informal opportunities for exchanging ideas and plans. In 
order to enhance transparency and facilitate identification of opportunities for collaboration, members of 
the Network have agreed to systematically share future evaluation plans and work programmes through 
an on line inventory. 

The inventory provides information on on-going and planned evaluations, focusing on evaluations 
conducted by central evaluations units. The inventory lists the agency (or country) which is responsible 
for the evaluation, the sector of the evaluation, the country where the evaluation takes place, the start 
and end year of the evaluation, and whether the evaluation is a joint exercise or not.  
 
The inventory can be used for several purposes.  

 Information: members can easily find which evaluations are planned in a specific country or 
sector of intervention and by which agency. 

 Collaboration: by indicating planned evaluations, the inventory helps members find sectors or 
countries where collaboration could potentially be useful as well as highlighting opportunities for 
mutual learning. 

 Trends: the inventory gives a general picture of evaluations to be conducted as well as the 
involvement of each member within a specific country or sector.  

 
In response to the Secretariat request, 24 development agencies updated the inventory listing 475 
evaluations. As the document is continually being updated, all members are invited to submit their 
evaluation plans as they evolve.  
 
14% of the evaluations – a total of 67 evaluations - are planned to be joint evaluations. Indeed, many 
network members are explicitly looking for collaboration with other agencies and 35 evaluations are open 
to a joint exercise. For instance:  

 CIDA is open to joint exercises for the evaluations of multilateral aid (such as UNHCR, UNFPA, 
GEF, WHO etc.) 

 Belgium is looking for partners for budget support evaluations 

 KOICA is open to joint evaluation in sectors such as energy and health 
 
In addition to country evaluations, policy and process, multilateral aid and private sector are the areas 
that will be the most evaluated (about 30 evaluations are planned for each sector). These figures 
highlight the strong need for accountability, including for new priority areas. It is encouraging to see that 
the majority of multilateral aid evaluations are planned to be conducted jointly.  
 
Of the 475 evaluations, 188 specifies the location (32 will be regional evaluations and 156 will be country 
specific). 21% of the country evaluations are listed as joint or open to be joint. For example, 8 evaluations 
will be conducted in Timor-Leste and none of them are joint. Members planning evaluations in the same 
countries, although not the same sector, are encouraged to look for synergies and opportunities for 
collaboration, as well as involving the partner country in the evaluation. Indeed only 9 evaluations among 
the 156 evaluations that specify the country location plan to be joint exercise with the partner country.  
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Discussion questions:  
1. Do you intend to use the inventory in order to find opportunities for collaboration or joint work? 
2. What kind of information, besides providing information on opportunities for joint work, would 

you like to see included in the inventory? 


